
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Functional Fabric Fair Fall 2025 Portland Wraps with Record Growth and Innovation 

NORWALK, CT (November 18, 2025) – Functional Fabric Fair, powered by PERFORMANCE 
DAYS®, concluded another successful fall edition in Portland, Oregon, November 12–13 at the 
Oregon Convention Center, following the sold-out Day 0 Sustainability Workshop on November 
11 that welcomed 200 industry professionals for a full day conference. The fair saw significant 
growth, with attendance increasing by 4 percent and an expanded show floor up 10 percent in 
number of exhibitors compared with the previous fall edition, reflecting the industry’s strong 
momentum and continued commitment to sustainable, high-performance textiles. 

The three-day event brought together apparel executives, product developers, designers and 
sourcing professionals from leading performance and athletic brands including Adidas, Alo, 
Arc’teryx, Columbia Sportswear Company, Fabletics, New Balance, Nike, Nordstrom, 
Patagonia, REI, Rhone, Vuori and many more. 

“Functional Fabric Fair continues to deliver meaningful value to the performance and outdoor 
textile community,” said Steve McCullough, Event Vice President of Functional Fabric Fair. “We 
keep curating exhibitors to ensure attendees walk away inspired, connected, and equipped to 
apply new ideas that drive innovation and sustainability across apparel and activewear 
categories.”   

Show Floor Highlights  

The fall edition featured more than 350 sustainably certified suppliers, including 35 first-time 
exhibitors making their Portland debut. Attendees explored next-generation fabrics, finishes, 
trims and accessories for the Fall/Winter 2026–2027 seasons, experiencing firsthand the 
advancements defining the future of performance apparel, outdoor and activewear textiles. 

The exhibit hall featured several new and returning showcases aligned with the show’s 
sustainability theme. The 2025 edition spotlighted Textile-to-Textile (T2T) Recycling – The Role 
of Recyclers, emphasizing how Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) regulations are 
accelerating circularity. T2T recycling is emerging as a key solution to preserve material quality 
and create new garments from existing textiles. 

Show floor activation highlights included the new Cotton Forum, powered by Cotton 
Incorporated, which showcased breakthroughs in cotton’s performance such as moisture 
management, UV protection and abrasion resistance. The Future Fabrics Expo Innovation 
Hub, curated in partnership with Future Fabrics Expo, featured 35 regenerative and circular 
materials redefining the textile landscape. The Innovation Zone presented 12 cutting-edge 
textile advancements approaching market readiness, while the Trend Forum served as a 
central feature displaying 12 essential fabric categories with sustainability at the forefront. 



Rounding out the highlights, the Wool Forum demonstrated wool’s natural breathability, 
durability and versatility in performance applications. 

“Functional Fabric Fair continues to stand out as one of our flagship trade events,” said Chris 
Smith, Director of Sales USA of Duraflex. “Traffic was strong, the contacts were high quality, 
and the attendees arrived with a clear focus on finding real solutions and engaging deeply with 
suppliers. There was a renewed energy throughout the show, and we were proud to support 
that momentum as sponsors of the official After Hours Party.” 

“This is the industry event, where you find the biggest innovators. That is why we show up every 
year, to make key quality contacts, network and the great vibe! People are choosing Functional 
Fabric Fair every year, so the foot traffic was very heavy,” says Elyse Batista, Naia from 
Eastman. 

 

Forum Award Winners – Fall 2025 

The new Functional Fabric Fair and Performance Forum Award Winners for Fall 2025 were 
selected by Functional Fabric Fair under the guidance of Alexa Dehmel, a performance 
sportswear design expert and functional materials advisor who curates the show’s Trend Forum, 
Wool Forum and Innovation Zones. The awards celebrated outstanding achievements in textile 
innovation, sustainability and performance across six key categories. 

 
Performance Award – Toray Int. Europe GmbH 
Eco Award – Xefco 
Bodywear Award – Fujian Unitex Technology Co., Ltd. 
Innovation Award – Rheon Labs Ltd. 
Wool Award – Flytec Co., Ltd. 
Cotton Award – A-Girl’s 



 

 

Education and Networking 

The fair’s educational program featured the Expert Talks series, sponsored by CovationBio™ 
Sorona®, and the Day 0 Sustainability Workshop, sponsored by Hyosung, uniting industry 
leaders to discuss actionable sustainability strategies in performance textiles. Networking 
opportunities included the Thermore Coffee Bar, Kingwhale Italian Bar, and COOLMAX® 
Smoothie Bar, as well as an after-hours reception hosted by Duraflex with Brookwood. 

“Day 0 brings industry experts from brands, suppliers, mills, manufacturers, chemical suppliers 
– all in one room together discussing the latest topics which are super relevant for our industry,“ 
notes attendee Cassia Lewis Cameron, Senior Material Developer at Patagonia.  

 

Looking Ahead 

Following the success of the Portland fall edition, Functional Fabric Fair 2026 lineup: 

Winter | Orlando at the PGA Show – January 21–22, 2026 
Spring | Portland – April 7–9, 2026 (Day 0: April 7) 
Summer | New York City – July 7–9, 2026 (Day 0: July 7) 
Fall | Portland – October 26–28, 2026 (Day 0: Oct. 26) 

Registration is now open for the debut winter edition of Functional Fabric Fair at the PGA Show 
in Orlando, taking place at the Orange County Convention Center. Open exclusively to verified 



industry professionals, the fair is free to attend and will be held within the PGA Show on the 
same dates. 

Register to attend Functional Fabric Winter here. For travel and hotel bookings visit here.  

For full details and updates, visit www.functionalfabricfair.com. 
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About Functional Fabric Fair powered by PERFORMANCE DAYS®: 
Functional Fabric Fair powered by PERFORMANCE DAYS® is a trade-exclusive event and 
platform showcasing the latest trends in textile development for the apparel industry. In addition 
to a curated marketplace dedicated to the responsible sourcing of high-performance functional 
fabrics and accessories, Functional Fabric Fair provides expert-led education, supplier 
recommendations, and a university program that exposes students to textile and apparel 
developers. FunctionalFabricFair.com  
 
About RX   
RX is a global leader in events and exhibitions, leveraging industry expertise, data, and 
technology to build businesses for individuals, communities, and organisations. With a presence 
in 25 countries across 41 industry sectors, RX hosts approximately 350 events annually. RX is 
committed to creating an inclusive work environment for all our people. RX empowers 
businesses to thrive by leveraging data-driven insights and digital solutions. RX is part of RELX, 
a global provider of information-based analytics and decision tools for professional and business 
customers. For more information, visit www.rxglobal.com.  
 

https://www.functionalfabricfair.com/winter/en-us/registration-overview.html
https://www.functionalfabricfair.com/winter/en-us/hotel-and-travel.html
http://www.functionalfabricfair.com/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/163532207@N08/albums/with/72177720325131506
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rxglobal.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Csarah.kitley-spencer%40rxglobal.com%7C310ffcab60e641b3cc6708dc3458238e%7C9274ee3f94254109a27f9fb15c10675d%7C0%7C0%7C638442800363371793%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rYg2vp8S9iojgF88uERtqph4yizfz7x29lPR1%2FUAar0%3D&reserved=0

